
BOOSTING LOCAL INDUSTRY

CONGO TOTAL IN CONGO
Capital 
Brazzaville

Population 
4,043,000 

Surface area 
342,000 km2

BILLION  DOLLARS 
HAVE BEEN 
INVESTED  
IN THE  
DEVELOPMENT  
OF THE MOHO  
NORD PROJECT.

10 Number of employees: 1,300
Marketing activities: the Group owns a network of 35 service stations  
in Congo, eight of which were built or renovated in 2012. Recently, 
it opened its first power station running entirely on solar power  
in Etoumbi (680 km north of Brazzaville).
Exploration & Production activities: Total is the country’s main  
operator, accounting for 60% of Congo’s domestic production. It has  
just launched the Moho Nord development project, the largest  
oil project ever conducted in Congo.

PLACIDE KAYA,  
DIRECTOR, ÉCODURABLE,  
WITH 
PATRICK BOLLAERT,  
DIRECTOR, ENVIRONMENT DIVISION, 
ARTELIA EAU & ENVIRONNEMENT

WE PROVIDE LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGE, WHILE TOTAL 
AND ARTELIA TRAIN OUR 
YOUNG EXPERTS. “



SHARING  
SKILLS 
PLACIDE KAYA IS DIRECTOR OF ÉCODURABLE, A DESIGN 
FIRM IN CONGO. TOTAL COMMISSIONED HIS COMPANY,  
WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH FRENCH FIRM ARTELIA,  
TO CONDUCT THE IMPACT STUDIES FOR THE MOHO NORD 
SITE OPERATION PROJECT*. 

founded Écodurable, an environmental and 
social impact study design firm, in 1999. We 
currently employ 12 people. Over the years, 
we’ve been asked by several mining compa-

nies to support their local operations, and we’ve fine-
tuned our expertise throughout this period. In 2012, 
Total contacted us about working alongside engineer-
ing firm Artelia as part of the Group’s operation project 
at the Moho Nord* site. The selection process was 
extremely rigorous. They met with all of the candidate 
firms before finally selecting our bid. One of the rea-
sons for this selection was our motivated team of 
young staff. Écodurable trains more interns than any 
other design firm in Congo. This commitment to train-
ing young people is one of my top priorities. 

BOOSTING EXPERTISE
On the Moho Nord project, we are supporting Total’s 
teams in their relationships with the authorities and 
the local population. Congolese society is extremely 
rural and many of the projects run here originate in 
other countries. Our job is to enable all sides under-
stand each other and ensure that Total’s operations 
take social and environmental considerations into 
account. The teams from Artelia, meanwhile, have 
provided us with a range of tools and methods to help 
us collect and analyze data. For example, they have 
helped us to write impact study reports and use geo-
graphical data processing techniques to create our 
own maps. The expertise and best practice we’ve 
acquired by working alongside Artelia on the ground 
will improve our own performance in the future and 
ensure that we are able to meet the needs of our 
future partners. My ambition is to continue working 
with Artelia and Total and build upon the trust that we 
have developed with these partners. 

*The Moho Nord project is an ambitious project to access average-sized  
hydrocarbon reserves in extremely deep waters. Production is expected 
to start in 2015, with output reaching 140,000 barrels of oil equivalent 
per day in 2017.

The “extended classes” 
program at Lycée Victor 
Augagneur offers 150 pupils 
free, high-quality science 
teaching. Total has been an 
active partner of the Higher 
Institute of Technology in 
Central Africa (IST-AC) for 

around 10 years. The aim of 
this partnership is to boost 
local qualifications and recruit 
more talented people to the 
Group’s teams (16 recruits to 
date). In a similar vein, Total 
Professeurs Associés (TPA) 
delivers lessons to 150 master’s-

level students at Marien Ngouabi 
University in Brazzaville. 
In terms of supporting access 
to the job market, Total 
supports Actions de Solidarité 
Internationale (ASI), which 
helps girls from disadvantaged 
backgrounds in Brazzaville 

(around 700 girls received  
ASI support in 2012). Total is 
also a partner of the Marien-
Ngouabiassociation’s "Media 
bus for Congo" project – a 
mobile multimedia library.  
The Group covers the bus  
fuel costs. 

  SOME OF TOTAL'S OTHER COMMITMENTS IN THE COUNTRY


