
COMMITTED TO HEALTH 

MADAGASCAR TOTAL IN MADAGASCAR
Capital 
Antananarivo

Population 
20,714,000 

Surface area 
587,040 km2

SERVICE STATIONS 
WERE RENOVATED 
IN 2012 AS PART  
OF THE AFFILIATE’S  
RENEWAL PLAN.

14 Number of employees: 170
Marketing activities: There are now 68 TOTAL service  
stations in the country.  
The network renovation plan led to the  
reconstruction of four stations and redevelopment  
work on 14 others in 2012, and this plan will  
continue in 2013. The Group has also introduced  
a used oil processing unit, known as "Écolube".

ABEL LEGENDRE, 
PRESIDENT, "POUR QUE VIVE MAROALA"

TOTAL INSTANTLY  
RECOGNIZED  
THE URGENT NEED  
TO FACILITATE ACCESS  
TO HEALTH CARE FOR  
THE PEOPLE OF BOENY. ”



A TRAVELING 
HEALTH SERVICE  
THE POPULATION OF THE BOENY REGION, IN WESTERN  
MADAGASCAR, IS CUT OFF FROM HEALTH CARE FACILITIES  
BY THE BETSIBOKA RIVER. IN 2007, DOCTOR ABEL LEGENDRE  
AND HIS NGO “POUR QUE VIVE MAROALA*” BEGAN TRAVELING  
TO THE REGION TO DELIVER HEALTH SERVICES.

  TOTAL’S OTHER COMMITMENTS IN THE COUNTRY

he first time I visited the village of 
Maroala, I was struck by the difficult 
conditions in which the local people 
live. Their clinic was run-down and 

unable to provide essential health care to a popula-
tion ravaged by malaria. Despite these conditions, 
they had an exceptionally positive outlook. It was 
this that made me want to help them. As a retired 
physiotherapist, I had time on my hands. So, in 2007, 
I set up an NGO called "Pour que vive Maroala*".  
 
FACILITATING ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE
The locals had to cross the Betsiboka river and travel 
around 25 kilometers to get to hospital. My idea was 
to build a boat to take people across the river. One of 
my contacts put me in touch with Total’s local affili-
ate, which supported me with my project. The com-
pany now provides 5,000 liters of free fuel per year 
for the boat. Over time, with the help of local support-
ers and volunteers, I’ve managed to build four clinics 
in the region. Two of them are fitted with solar panels 
supplied by Total. These panels power the refrigera-
tors where the polyvalent vaccines are stored. I also 
kitted out a second boat to deliver traveling health 
services.

IMPROVING LOCAL MEDICAL SERVICES
With Total’s support, we’ve been able to save lives. 
Our boats are the only way to get health care to this 
completely isolated population. Each time we visit, 
we see around 100 patients. On one occasion, when 
we were going to vaccinate a village, a woman 
brought me her baby. I quickly realized that the 
baby had a serious heart defect. With help from 
La Chaîne de l’Espoir, we managed to get the child 
operated on in Paris. Stories like this strengthen 
our resolve to continue improving local medical 
services in the region. We need to involve more 
local, talented people in our work. We’re also work-
ing with the Health Ministry to try to reproduce 
what we’ve done in the region at the Pangalanes 
canal. I hope that Total will continue to support 
our work. 
* For more information, visit: www.maroala.org

In partnership with Lemurs 
Park, located 22 km from 
Antananarivo, Total has 
introduced a "green class"  
program to educate 
Madagascan primary school  
children about protecting  
the environment.  

Since 2009, some 17,500 
children have had the chance 
to visit the site and learn about 
local biodiversity. Total also 
provides financial support  
to "Les Enfants de l’Ovale",  
an organization that runs 
educational projects through 

rugby training sessions.  
These sessions are delivered 
to school-age children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
to help incorporate them  
into school life. A total of 
400 young people aged 8 to 
15 have benefited from this 

initiative, playing rugby  
and participating in  
creative arts, dance,  
IT and fashion design. 

  SOME OF TOTAL’S OTHER COMMITMENTS IN THE COUNTRY


