
Total’s other commitment to safety

Ensuring safety  
and controlling   
environmental  
impacts 
In November 2013, Total took part in  
a safety and environmental protection exercise 
in Angola, called “Lula”. The aim was to assess 
its capacity to respond to hydrocarbon leakage 
in a deep offshore well. Manuel Xavier Jr., 
National Director of Safety and the Environment 
at the Ministry of Oil, explains what is at stake. 

We strongly encourage oil companies to organize 
safety exercises in the country to test their capacity 

to react effectively when an incident occurs. The “Lula” 
exercise carried out with Total involved a simulation of the 
most serious accident possible: an explosion followed 
by very significant underwater leakage at a depth of  
1,000 meters. Once we had analyzed the situation, we 
concluded that in a situation of this kind it would be essential 
to trigger the National Oil Spill Contingency Plan, which 
allows us not only to mobilize our national resources but 
also seek international assistance. The exercise gave us the 
opportunity to test our crisis unit, which has to be activated 
within 30 minutes of notification of a major incident, for the 
first time. 

Large-scale mobilization 
Our aim was to assess our capacity for coordination, 
organization and control in the context of a large-scale 
incident. I was very happy with the results of the exercise; the 
issues we faced undoubtedly required more involvement from 
us than from Total and we demonstrated our responsiveness 
by mobilizing authorities as varied as the Ministries of the 
Environment, Transport, the Interior, Finance, National 
Defense and Agriculture. Above all, it was a very important 
exercise, which helped us to identify our strengths and 
weaknesses. 

Mutual assistance 
We are aiming to organize exercises of this kind at least 
twice a year, involving not only Total, which is one of the 
most responsible businesses in this respect, but also other 
firms, because it is important to be able to offer mutual 
assistance in the case of a major incident. 

Road accidents in Senegal cause 
400 deaths and 18,000 injuries 
every year. The Total Senegal 
Corporate Foundation has  
decided to act in conjunction  
with the Ministry of Infrastructure, 
Land Transport and Landlocked 

Areas, the Ministry of Education, 
Nouvelle Prévention Routière  
du Sénégal (NPRS), the NGO  
Laser International and other 
relevant associations. The 
partnership has led to the creation 
of the Children’s Road Safety 

Education Center (Cere)  
close to the TOTAL service station  
in Colobane, Dakar. Its “life-size” 
circuit is used for simulation  
games with children to raise  
their awareness of traffic rules  
in a fun way.

INCREASING SAFETY



Based on our experience of safety  
exercises, Total is one of the most  

responsible businesses.”
 Manuel Xavier Jr., National Director of Safety.        

 and the Environment at the Ministry of Oil.       

ANGOLA

Capital: LUANDA
Population: 19,088,000
Surface area: 1,246,700 KM²

TOTAL IN ANGOLA

1,893 employees

Marketing & Services activities:  
In 2013, thanks to three partner 
distributors, Total made its first sales 
in the lubricants distribution market  
in Angola.

Exploration & Production 
activities: Total is the leading 
operator in Angola and has five 
offshore permits as well as a 
significant number of facilities (four 
FPSO*, eight drilling rigs, three 
accommodation barges and  
31 vessels). The Group is a partner in 
three other offshore permits and an 
onshore LNG plant. An extremely 
promising exploration campaign  
will begin in the Kwanza basin in 
mid-2014. Alongside the Group’s 
employees, a further 8,800 people 
work on sites operated by Total. 
From March 2013 to March 2014, 
the subsidiary organized a series of 
events to celebrate its 60 years of 
operating in the country.    

* Floating Production Storage and Offloading.
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 Floating boom positioned in order to border hydrocarbons on the sea surface. 


