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Trees in 
their millions
Forests are particularly important in 
Africa and lie at the heart of ecological 
and economic concerns. 
Robert M. Njeru, HSC*, TOTAL Eco 
Challenge Advisor, explains how Total is 
contributing to reforestation in Kenya.

Eighty per cent of Kenya’s domestic en-
ergy comes from plant resources, which 

has caused serious deforestation problems over 
the years. This is why the country needed support 
to preserve the resource, reverse the trend and 
also allow sustainable economic exploitation of 
the forests. Total therefore launched the TOTAL 
Eco Challenge program in 2003 in conjunction 
with institutions, organisations and communities. 
The principle is simple, and particularly effective: 
it is a national tree planting challenge, open to 
everyone, both individuals and organizations. 

Visible results
The program has been highly successful, largely 
thanks to a campaign encouraging people to 
plant a tree at every key moment in life: since 
2003, over 5,000 organizations have joined the 

competition as part of the TOTAL Eco Challenge 
program, with very visible, tangible results: whilst 
closed canopy forests’ coverage in Kenya fell to 
just 1.7% in 2003, it has now increased to 6.9%.

Biodiversity: another step forward
We are certainly not about to stop when things 
are going so well. We want to take more account 
of biodiversity and be able to increase the 
number of varieties of tree we plant. In particular, 
“insect friendly trees”, which are very useful for 
pollination. To give the TOTAL Eco Challenge an 
even broader perspective, the program will be 
supplemented with a National Seed Bank dubbed 
“The TOTAL Seed Centre”. The idea is to advise 
the public on choice of seeds to prioritize and 
distribute on request, which will help to address 
the disappearance of certain plant species. 
* Head of State Commendation, a Kenya State Medal.
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TOTAL IN KENYA  

401 employees
 
Marketing & Services activities: 
Active throughout the distribution 
chain of oil products – network, 
lubricants, general trade, bitumen, 
LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) and 
aviation – Total in Kenya has  
a network of 176 service stations 
throughout the country. In 2013, 
Total doubled the storage capacity of 
its LPG depot in Nairobi in response 
to increasing demand in the Kenyan 
market.

Exploration & Production 
activities:  Created in Nairobi in 
October 2012, the subsidiary now 
has 13 employees, 11 of whom  
are Kenyans. Total operates one 
offshore bloc and owns a stake  
in five offshore blocs operated by 
Anadarko. A significant amount 
of exploration work has already  
been completed (notably drilling  
two wells) and is set to continue  
in 2014 and 2015.

  22%  
TOTAL LUBRICANTS SALES  
VOLUMES GROWTH IN 2013  
(PUSHING THE MARKET SHARE 
 TO 36.2%)

The results of the 
TOTAL Eco Challenge 
program are very  
visible and tangible.”
 Robert M. Njeru, HSC*,   
 TOTAL Eco Challenge Advisor 


