
The EGI Business Centre –backed  
by Total–, the EGI People’s Assembly  
and Fortis Microfinance Bank, provide office 
space and training to help local firms develop. 
Udo Benson, founder of Adbent ICT* Services, 
has benefitted from it.

I wanted to be self-employed. So, seven years 
ago –despite a degree in accounting– I created a 

telephone booth. People with no phones would then pay 
to use mine. When I heard about the EGI Business Centre, 
I thought it could help me grow my business. Thus, three 
years ago, I launched Adbent ICT Services to supply the 
3G Wi-Fi networks that the Nigerian telecom giants did not 
provide in this region.
Today, my company has two employees and the annual 
turnover rose from 15.5 million nairas (F71,000), in 2013, 
to 18 million nairas (F83,000), last year. I am very proud of it 
and I intend on pursuing this development. In the five years 
to come, my ambitions are to reach a turnover of  40 million 
nairas (F184,000), to hire from 10 to 15 employees, and to 
settle in my own office complex. I also want to broaden my 
business into maintaining and repairing mobile phones. 

How the EGI Business Centre helped 
For the moment, I own one of the 31 offices in the EGI Business 
Centre which was inaugurated in 2011. It offers training and 
business mentoring services that have been of great help to 
me. For instance, I was shown how to keep an account book 
and how to do stock and inventory management. Total also 
helped me prepare for the federal government entrepreneurship 
competition that provides grants. I successfully passed it as I 
was granted 10 million nairas (F46,000) which I have invested 
in the required technology for the 3G Wi-Fi network.
Along with Total, I am working on expanding this network 
in service stations. We currently have this service in one 
station and our objective is to deploy the network to four 
others. Simultaneously, I want to provide 3G Wi-Fi to our 
local schools and clinics and also, of course, individuals. 
*  Information and Communications Technology.

Total’s other commitment to entrepreneurial  
development
In Angola, Total partnered with 
the Porto Amboim Federation  
of Women Entrepreneurs, World 
Vision and SOL Bank to foster 
female entrepreneurship in the 
region. The project helps them 

increase their household income 
and contribute to regional economic 
development as a whole, with a 
particular focus on rice farming 
mechanization, groundnut 
production and pig farming.  

On top of ensuring the initiative’s 
success, the selected methods 
enhance the programs’ long-term 
viability by providing support to 
the local populations and 
gradually transferring skills.

 Expanding  
 from  
 a booth to  
 a business

PROMOTING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

        I don’t only  
provide internet services; 
I also provide personal 
services.”
 Udo Benson, founder of Adbent ICT Services 


